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June 2019 
 
Dear Students, Staff, and Families, 
 
As we move towards the end of another school year, I always look forward to sharing our June Book of the 
Month as a way to inspire our fifth grade students to confidently transition into Hauppauge Middle School 
while also sharing a story that will keep our kindergarten through grade 4 students looking forward to their 
future years at Forest Brook Elementary School. That’s a tough challenge for one book, isn’t it? Gaia Cornwall’s 
debut picture book, Jabari Jumps, serves both goals as her story portrays a brave young character whose story 
is told with that perfect balance of drama and heart through Ms. Cornwall’s subtly layered illustrations and her 
poetic prose.  
 
As Jabari discovers the inner strength inside of him to face a challenge he both fears and desires, readers join 
him throughout his journey, listening to the dialogue that takes place between both him and his father.  Their 
conversation is encouraging, nurturing, and most of all, just what Jabari needs to take those final steps 
towards accomplishing his cherished achievement of taking that big dive off of the board and into the pool. 
Mission accomplished! 
 
As we head into the closing of this school year, I hope this book encourages conversations at school and at 
home about our own achievements from this year. What were you afraid to do that no longer feels scary? 
How did you achieve some of the things you were initially skeptical about this year and what words did you 
use to encourage yourself past your fears and towards achieving your goals? Could you use those same words 
and thoughts to encourage yourself to achieve new goals that you’re aiming for now? What plans do our fifth 
grade students have for moving past any fears they may have when facing their own desires for their 
transition into the middle school? Knowing we are not alone in this process can make a tremendous difference 
when we strive towards our goals.  
 
I want to thank our entire school community for another memorable year and wish everyone a summer filled 
with health, happiness, books, and great times with family and friends!   
 
Sincerely, 

Kristen Reingold  
Kristen Reingold 
Principal  
 


